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1
DISCHARGING A CAPACITANCE PROVIDED
AT THE OUTPUT OF AN INVERTER

REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of International Appli-
cation No. PCT/EP2010/056704, filed May 17, 2010 entitled,
“Discharging a Capacity Provided at the Output of an
Inverter”, which claims priority to European Patent Applica-
tion No. 09 160 516.2 entitled “Verfahren zum Entladen einer
Entstorkapazitit am Ausgang einer Wechselrichtereinrich-
tung and Wechselrichtereinrichtung,” filed on May 18, 2009
and is incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD

The invention relates to a method of discharging a capaci-
tance provided at the output of an inverter that feeds electrical
power from a generation unit into a grid and to an inverter that
feeds electrical power from a generation unit into a grid that
has at least one capacitor connected to at least one of its output
terminals. Particularly, the capacitance provided at the output
of the inverter is an EMC filter capacitance, and the inverter
has at least one EMC filter capacitor, respectively.

BACKGROUND

Any inverter used to feed electrical power from a genera-
tion unit into an AC grid, especially those designed as three-
phase inverters, should comprise an EMC filter for interfer-
ence suppression at the output, and to comply with all
directives regarding electromagnetic compatibility (EMC).
The design of an EMC filter is typically based on a combina-
tion of X andY capacitors providing EMC filter capacitances
that are connected between the individual output terminals of
the inverter and between the output terminals and ground,
respectively. Since the X capacitors have to be provided for
each individual phase, the total X capacitance is three times
higher in a three-phase inverter than in a single-phase inverter.
Directives also require that, whenever an inverter is detached
from an AC grid, the charge stored in the EMC filter capaci-
tances must fall below a level that would otherwise be unsafe
for humans within a specific period of time. To meet this
requirement, the X capacitors at the output of the inverter are
usually connected in parallel with discharge resistors that
serve to discharge both the X andY capacitors in the requisite
time whenever the inverter is detached from the AC grid. The
electrical energy stored in the EMC filter capacitances is then
converted into heat. This conversion into heat also occurs
while the inverter is running, as long as a voltage is applied to
the X capacitors. A power loss will therefore result even if the
inverter is not feeding electrical energy into the AC grid.
Moreover, this power loss increases with the sum of the EMC
filter capacitances at the output of the inverter due to the
amount of current needed to flow through the discharge resis-
tors in order to sufficiently discharge all EMC filter capaci-
tances within the requisite time.

For inverters that supply electrical energy to an AC grid
from a generation unit that is not permanently available (e.g.,
aphotovoltaic system), it is known that at least a portion of the
control and/or communication systems of the inverter is sup-
plied with electrical power from the AC grid rather than the
generation unit. Supplying electrical power from the AC grid
may also be viewed as an alternative to supplying electrical
power from the generation unit. To the end of supplying
electrical power from the AC grid, one known inverter com-
prises a power supply unit that is supplied with a voltage
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applied to the output of the inverter by the AC grid. This
voltage is also present at an EMC filter capacitance at the
output of the inverter to which a discharge resistor is con-
nected in parallel.

International Patent Application Publication WO 2009/
014522A1 discloses a power system that combines a power
source having a DC output with an AC supply from the AC
grid to provide AC power to customer’s loads and DC power
to various DC auxiliary loads. The DC output of the DC
power source is connected in steady-state to the DC input of
a converter/bi-directional inverter for conversion therein to
AC for connection to the customer’s loads and to any AC
auxiliary loads. During start-up of the DC power source, an
open isolation switch disconnects that DC power source from
the bi-directional inverter. A start-up power supply selec-
tively connects between the AC power grid and the bi-direc-
tional inverter and/or DC controllers to provide a supply of
rectified DC power at the inverter DC input and to certain DC
auxiliary loads. DC power is supplied to the auxiliary loads
from the inverter DC input substantially continuously during
start-up and steady state. This power system also includes a
sinusoidal or LCL filter between the output of the bi-direc-
tional inverter and a grid connect switch.

There still is a need for a method of discharging an EMC
filter capacitance and for an inverter having at least one EMC
filter capacitor in which a continuous conversion of electrical
power into heat by discharge resistors is prevented despite
having the EMC filter capacitances discharged at a suffi-
ciently fast rate.

SUMMARY

In one embodiment, the present invention provides a
method of discharging a capacitance provided at the output of
an inverter that feeds electrical power from a generation unit
into a grid via a grid connect switch having a generation unit
side and a grid side and via AC grid terminals on the grid side
of the grid connect switch, wherein the capacitance is con-
nected to at least one of the AC grid terminals. This method
comprises the steps of rectitying any voltage applied across
the capacitance independently of its polarity to provide a
rectified voltage of fixed polarity, and charging a DC voltage
link of a power supply unit of the inverter with the rectified
voltage.

In a further embodiment, the present invention provides an
inverter configured to feed electrical power from a generation
unit into a grid, that comprises a grid connect switch having a
generation unit side and a grid side; AC grid terminals on the
grid side of the grid connect switch. The inverter further
comprises at least one capacitor connected to at least one of
the AC grid terminals, a power supply unit configured to
supply power to circuitry of the inverter, the power supply
comprising a DC voltage link, and a rectifier configured to
connect the capacitor to the DC voltage link. The rectifier is
configured to rectify any voltage applied across the capaci-
tance independently of'its polarity to provide a rectified volt-
age of fixed polarity, and to charge the DC voltage link with
the rectified voltage.

Other features and advantages of the present invention will
become apparent to those skilled in the art upon examination
of the following drawings and the detailed description. It is
intended that all such additional features and advantages be
included herein within the scope of the present invention, as
defined by the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will be better understood with reference to
the following drawings. The components in the drawings are
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not necessarily to scale, emphasis instead being placed upon
clearly illustrating the principles of the present invention. In
the drawings, like reference numerals designate correspond-
ing parts throughout the several views.

FIG. 1 depicts a first three-phase variant of the inverter
according to one embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 2 depicts a second three-phase variant of the inverter
according to another embodiment of the invention; and

FIG. 3 depicts a third three-phase variant of the inverter
according to yet another embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In one embodiment of a new method for discharging a
capacitance, particularly an EMC filter capacitance, at the
output of an inverter configured to feed electrical power from
a generation unit into a grid, any voltage applied across the
(EMC filter) capacitance is rectified in order to charge the DC
voltage link of the power supply unit which is configured to be
powered by the AC grid. In the method, electrical power
continuously flows in a discharge direction of the (EMC
filter) capacitance, which ensures that the (EMC filter)
capacitance is discharged within a short time whenever the
inverter is detached from the AC grid. This flow of electrical
power, however, is not converted into heat. Instead it is used
to energize the power supply unit of the inverter. The direction
in which the respective (EMC filter) capacitance is charged
depends on the present phase position of the grid, and is
conserved when the inverter is detached from the AC grid.
Although the power supply unit used by the method com-
prises a DC voltage link, the direction in which the (EMC
filter) capacitance is presently charged by the AC grid is
immaterial due to the rectification of the voltage across the
(EMC filter) capacitance before it is supplied to the DC volt-
age link. Given that the power supply unit feeds itself from the
DC voltage link, the voltage in the DC voltage link tend to be
reduced. If the inverter is detached from the AC grid, the DC
voltage link is still recharged by the voltage across the (EMC
filter) capacitance, which now results in the (EMC filter)
capacitance being discharged within the requisite time.

To rectify the voltage across the (EMC filter) capacitance
for supplying it to the DC voltage link, each side of'the (EMC
filter) capacitance may be connected to both poles of the DC
voltage link via a pair of two rectifier diodes. When the (EMC
filter) capacitance is detached from the AC grid, the actual
charge from one side of the (EMC filter) capacitance flows
through one of these rectifier diodes to one of the two DC
lines of the DC voltage link, whereas the actual charge from
the corresponding other side of the (EMC filter) capacitance
flows through another of these rectifier diodes to the respec-
tive other of the two DC lines of the DC voltage link. The
respective diodes are determined by the charge direction or
the polarization of the voltage across the (EMC filter) capaci-
tance.

To discharge all the (EMC filter) capacitances of the
inverter provided at the output to a multi-phase AC grid, it is
advantageous to have each phase and the neutral line con-
nected to both poles of the DC voltage link via a pair of two
rectifier diodes. This wiring scheme has the advantage of
being completely independent on which of the two diodes is
connected to which phase or neutral line, and that the layout
of the circuit is the same for all phases and the neutral line.
When each phase and the neutral line are connected to the DC
voltage link, then both sides of all X capacitances are con-
nected to the DC voltage link. All'Y capacitances can also be
discharged into the DC voltage link via these connections.
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To provide two pairs of rectifier diodes, an integrated rec-
tifier full bridge may be used as an inexpensive alternative.

According to one embodiment of the invention, a power
supply unit is used which maintains its functionality even if
the voltage in its DC voltage link decreases to a very low level,
so as to allow for the maximum possible discharge of the
(EMC filter) capacitances. A power supply unit that relies on
a clocked switch to discharge the DC auxiliary circuit is
particularly suitable for this purpose. Power supply units of
this type are also known as switching power supply units.

Extra buffer capacitance can be added to the DC voltage
link. The DC voltage link may also include a residual dis-
charge resistor through which, however, only a small current
flows as compared to suitable discharge resistors directly
connected in parallel to the (EMC filter) capacitances. This
applies both during normal operation and after the inverter
has been detached from the AC grid.

The bufter capacitance and the residual discharge resistor
may be divided symmetrically and connected to each other at
their center points. Further, these connected center points
may be grounded. Regarding the DC voltage link, other wir-
ing schemes are also available that are generally known
among those skilled in the art and may also be used here.
Note, however, that all new inverters will have at least one X
capacitance at the output to the AC grid that is not connected
in parallel to an ohmic discharge resistor. In one embodiment,
all (EMC filter) capacitances at the output to the AC grid are
only discharged via the power supply unit, if both the inverter
is detached from the AC grid and the grid connector switch is
open.

Referring now in greater detail to the drawings, an inverter
1 depicted in FI1G. 1 is used for feeding electrical power from
a generation unit into a three phase AC grid. In FIG. 1, the
generation unit is only indicated by PV+ and PV-terminals at
input lines 2 and 3, respectively, that are intended to be con-
nected to a photovoltaic panel, for example. An input DC
voltage applied between the input lines 2 and 3 is converted
into a three-phase output AC voltage by a DC/AC-converter 4.
The three-phase output AC voltage is fed via a grid connect
switch 11 to AC grid terminals .1, .2 and L.3. The grid
terminals [.1, [.2 and .3 each correspond to one phase line of
the AC grid. A further terminal N of the inverter 1 is provided
for a neutral line of the AC grid. To meet the requirements of
electromagnetic compatibility when feeding electrical power
into an AC grid, the inverter 1 comprises an EMC filter 5 on
the grid-side of the grid connect switch 11, which includes
EMC filter capacitances 7 and 8. Further, a sinusoidal filter is
provided on the generator unit side of the grid connect switch
11, which includes inductances 6 provided in each of the lines
leading towards the terminals L1 to L3. The EMC filter
capacitances 7 are connected as X capacitors 9 between the
phase line terminals [.1 through [.3 and the neutral line ter-
minal N. Note that the X capacitors 9 also provide electric
capacitances between the terminals .1 through [.3, and that
the depicted connection of their neutral point to the neutral
line terminal N is only an option. The EMC filter capacitance
8 is provided as a'Y capacitor 10 between the terminal N and
electric ground. The grid connect switch 11 connected
between the sinusoidal filter inductances 6 and the EMC filter
capacitances 7 and 8 is a power switch 11 that connects the
DC/AC-converter 4 to the AC grid. The grid voltage, however,
is applied across the EMC filter capacitances 7 even before
this connection is made and remains as long as the inverter 1
is attached to the AC grid via the grid terminals [.1 through [.3
and N. The grid voltage applied between the AC grid termi-
nals .1 to .3 and N, which normally is an AC voltage, is fed
to aDC voltage link 13 of a power supply unit 14 for operating
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circuitry of the inverter 1 via two rectifier full bridges 12.
Generally speaking, the power supply unit 14 serves as a
DC/DC-converter 15 that converts the voltage present
between the lines 16 and 17 of the voltage link 13 and subject
to fluctuations into a constant output DC voltage between its
outputs A+ and A-. The entire operating circuitry of the
inverter 1 may be supplied with electrical power via the
outputs A+ and A-, which means it may operate indepen-
dently of an input DC voltage between the input lines 2 and 3.
Each rectifier full bridge 12 includes four rectifier diodes 18
that are used to connect both sides of one EMC filter capaci-
tance 7 to both input lines 16 and 17 of the DC voltage link 13
via one pair of the rectifier diodes 18. Since all EMC filter
capacitances 7 are on one side connected to the neutral line
terminal N, only a single pair of the rectifier diodes 18 is
needed to connect the neutral line sides of all three EMC filter
capacitances 7 to the DC voltage link 13, so that a total of
eight rectifier diodes 18 in both rectifier full bridges 12 is
sufficient. To charge the DC voltage link 13, it would be
sufficient to only rectify the voltage present across one of the
EMC filter capacitances 7, even if that would mean that the
power supply unit 14 could only be powered with electrical
power at the expense of the respective phase, which in turn
would result in an unbalanced load. In the present inverter 1,
the rectification of the voltages present across all three EMC
filter capacitances 7 not only ensures that the DC voltage link
13 is charged, but also that these EMC filter capacitances 7 are
discharged whenever the inverter 1 is detached from the AC
grid. In this context the term “detached” does not refer to
opening the power switch 11, but rather to detaching the AC
grid from the AC grid terminals [.1 through [.3 and N. If this
occurs, then all applicable standards must be met in terms of
ensuring that the EMC filter capacitances 7 and the EMC filter
capacitance 8 are discharged in the requisite time so that any
residual charges left on them do not pose an ongoing source of
danger. The circuit of the inverter 1 depicted in FIG. 1 is used
to discharge all EMC filter capacitances 7, and the terminal N
of'the neutral line at the rectifier full bridge 12 is used to also
discharge the EMC filter capacitance 8 into the DC voltage
link 13, while the power supply unit 14 is supplied with
electrical power from the DC circuit. Given sufficient power
consumption of the power supply unit 14, the usual guidelines
for discharging the EMC filter capacitances 7 and 8 at the
output of an inverter can easily be met without having dis-
charging resistors connected in parallel to the EMC filter
capacitances 7 to this end. The power loss associated with
such discharging resistors being permanently connected in
parallel to the EMC filter capacitances 7 does not occur in the
present inverter 1. Note that even in the present inverter 1
power is permanently drawn in the discharging direction of
the EMC filter capacitances, i.e., not only when the EMC
filter capacitances 7 and 8 are supposed to be discharged. In
the present inverter 1, however, this power is used as the
power with which the power supply unit 14 supplies the
operating circuitry of the inverter 1.

FIG. 2 depicts another embodiment of an inverter accord-
ing to the invention that, in addition to the embodiment shown
in FIG. 1, has a divided buffer capacitance 19 and a divided
residual discharge resistor 20 in the DC voltage link 13. The
center points 21 and 22 between the two partial capacitances
23 of the buffer capacitance 19 and the two partial resistors 24
of the residual discharge resistor 20 are connected to each
other and may be grounded (not depicted here). Other
embodiments of the DC voltage link 13 known to those
skilled in the art may also be used here. The current flowing
through the residual discharge resistor 20 remains compara-
tively small and is not associated with such a level of power
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loss which normally occurs with individual discharge resis-
tors connected in parallel to the X capacitors 9.

FIG. 3 shows another embodiment of the power supply unit
14 designed as a switching power supply unit 31 with aswitch
25 and a transformer 26 whose output circuit 27 includes a
rectifier diode 28 and a buffer capacitance 29. The operating
circuitry of the inverter 1, which is powered by the switching
power supply unit 31, is indicated by a resistor 30. Further, an
undivided buffer capacitance 19 is provided here in the DC
voltage link 13. Designing the power supply unit 14 as a
switching power supply unit 31 means that the DC voltage
link 13 may be continuously discharged with the falling volt-
age across the EMC filter capacitances 7 and 8 without
impairing the power supplied by the power supply unit 14. As
a result, the voltage across the EMC filter capacitances 7
continuously decrease as the charges remaining on the EMC
filter capacitances 7 and 8 continuously dissipate via the
rectifier full bridges 12 or through the rectifier diodes 18 into
the DC voltage link 13.

Many variations and modifications may be made to the
preferred embodiments of the invention without departing
substantially from the spirit and principles of the invention.
All such modifications and variations are intended to be
included herein within the scope of the present invention, as
defined by the following claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method of discharging at least one capacitor provided
at an output of an inverter, the method comprising:

feeding electrical power from a generation unit into a grid

via a grid connect switch and via AC grid terminals;

wherein the grid connect switch has a generation unit
side and a grid side;

wherein the AC grid terminals are connected on the grid
side of the grid connect switch;

providing a charge of the at least one capacitor to at least

one of the AC grid terminals on the grid side of the grid
connect switch;

rectifying a voltage applied across the at least one capacitor

residing on the grid side of the grid connect switch
independent of a polarity thereof to provide a rectified
voltage of a fixed polarity;

charging a DC voltage link of a power supply unit of the

inverter with the rectified voltage; and

discharging the at least one capacitor into the DC voltage

link in response to detaching of the grid from the AC grid
terminals of the inverter.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one capacitor
comprises an EMC filter capacitor.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein each terminal of the at
least one capacitor is connected to the DC voltage link via a
pair of two rectifier diodes.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein all AC grid terminals,
including a neutral line terminal, are connected to the DC
voltage link via a pair of two rectifier diodes.

5. The method of claim 3, wherein at least two of the pairs
of two rectifier diodes are combined to form one rectifier full
bridge.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the DC voltage link is
discharged via a clocked switch.

7. An inverter configured to feed electrical power from a
generation unit into a grid, comprising:

a grid connect switch having a generation unit side and a

grid side;

AC grid terminals coupled to the grid connect switch on the

grid side of the grid connect switch;

at least one capacitor connected to at least one of the AC

grid terminals on the grid side of the grid connect switch;

a power supply unit configured to provide power to cir-

cuitry of the inverter, the power supply comprising a DC
voltage link; and
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arectifier configured to connect the at least one capacitor to
the DC voltage link, and configured to rectify a voltage
applied across the at least one capacitor independent of
apolarity thereof'to provide a rectified voltage of a fixed
polarity, and configured to charge the DC voltage link
with the rectified voltage;

wherein the at least one capacitor is configured to be dis-

charged into the DC voltage link in response to a detach-
ment of the grid from the AC grid terminals of the
inverter.

8. The inverter of claim 7, wherein the at least one capacitor
comprises an EMC filter capacitor.

9. The inverter of claim 7, wherein the rectifier connects
each terminal of the at least one capacitor to the DC voltage
link via a pair of two rectifier diodes.

10. The inverter of claim 7, wherein the rectifier connects
all AC grid terminals, and a neutral line terminal, to the DC
voltage link via a pair of two rectifier diodes, respectively.

11. The inverter of claim 7, wherein the rectifier comprises
at least two pairs of two rectifier diodes combined into one
rectifier full bridge.

12. The inverter of claim 7, wherein the grid is a three-
phase grid, wherein the at least one capacitor comprises a
capacitor connected between the AC grid terminal for each
phase of the grid and the AC grid terminal for a neutral line,
respectively.

13. The inverter of claim 12, wherein the rectifier com-
prises:

a first rectifier full bridge connected to the AC grid termi-

nals for two of the grid phases; and
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a second rectifier full bridge connected to the AC grid
terminals for the corresponding third phase and a neutral
line.

14. The inverter of claim 7, wherein the power supply unit

comprises a switching power supply unit.

15. The inverter of claim 14, wherein the switching power
supply unit includes a clocked switch configured to selec-
tively discharge the DC voltage link.

16. The inverter of claim 7, further comprising a buffer
capacitor connected between DC lines of the DC voltage link
and the power supply unit.

17. The inverter of claim 7, further comprising a discharg-
ing resistor connected between DC lines of the DC voltage
link and the power supply unit.

18. The inverter of claim 16, wherein the buffer capacitor
comprises a split buffer capacitor, and wherein a split dis-
charging resistor is connected between DC terminals of the
power supply, the split buffer capacitor and the split discharg-
ing resistor being interconnected at midpoints thereof.

19. The inverter of claim 7, wherein the at least one capaci-
tor is dischargeable over the DC voltage link, if the grid
connect switch is open and if the grid is detached from the AC
grid terminals.

20. The inverter of claim 7, wherein no discharge resistor is
connected in parallel to the at least one capacitor connected to
the AC grid terminals.

#* #* #* #* #*



